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Maryland State Day:
Beyond the Garden Wall

On April 19, miniaturists from around the region gathered at the Elks
Lodge in Frederick, Maryland to construct a garden retreat in ¥2” scale.
Along with the project, participants had the opportunity to shop in a sales
room featuring 17 dealers carrying a variety of merchandise to enhance
both this project and many others. Attendees were the recipients of a tote
bag full of goodies as well as two special gifts: a handcrafted weeping
cherry tree created by committee members and a lantern suitable for
indoor or outdoor use created by Dan Zerkel of Columbus, Ohio. Most
participants were able to electrify their ponds and complete their
structures, leaving the pleasant task of landscaping and furnishing the
interior to be completed at home. A Silent Auction added to the festivities.
Thank you to the hard-working committee and all the attendees for
making this event such a success.

If you were unable to attend this event, but would like the opportunity to
add this delightful garden structure to your collection, there are a limited
number of kits still available for purchase. The kit itself costs $50 plus $5
for postage, which includes everything you need to complete the structure
and to do basic landscaping. For an additional $10, you may purchase a
weeping cherry tree and lantern to enhance the project. Contact
Romaine Eyler at romaineeyler@comcast.net or 410-840-8538 to order.

OR take a chance to win the prototype which will be offered as a NAME
fundraiser. Watch the Miniature Gazette for details.




Regional Coordinators’ Corner

It has been a busy spring with several miniature
shows and the Maryland State Day. We are enjoying
a short breather before attending the National
Convention in Nashua, NH in July. Hope to see
many of you there. Remember to attend the
Regional Meeting on Saturday morning. It is fun and
there will be door prizes!

Welcome to The World of Tiny Treasures , a new
NAME club meeting at the home of its president,
Diana Jones, in Chesapeake, VA. This club
specializes in ¥2" scale projects. Membership is
open, so if any of you would like to join them, please
contact Diana at 757-567-5707. There will be a more
detailed article about this group in our next issue.

You may notice that this issue of the Tiny Tattler is
smaller than some of our previous issues. This is
because we have not received many articles this
time. We know that clubs and individuals are doing
many interesting projects and activities. Please take
a minute to share them with your fellow enthusiasts.
You can send an article at any time to Helen at
helens@carr.org and she will hold it until the next
issue. We are in the process of rethinking the
publication schedule for the Tiny Tattler to make it
correspond more closely with the pattern of miniature
activities during the year in our Region. If you have
any thoughts or suggestions about this, please let us
know. We will notify everyone of the new schedule
when it is completed.

Maryland State Day — The Baltimore Row House
Revisited

In talking with folks around the region and at the
recent Maryland State Day, it has come to our
attention that there are still quite a number of people
who have not yet completed the project from the
2006 State Day. If you would be interested in
attending a follow-up workshop with no workshop fee,
please contact Romaine at
romaineeyler@comcast.net or 410-840-8538. Once
we have determined the number of persons
interested in such a workshop, we can look for a
suitable place (preferably free!) and time. We hope
to offer this workshop by the end of September.

The Region is still in need of volunteers for the
following positions:

Editor, Tiny Tattler

The person who has this job is responsible for
sending reminders and soliciting articles from Region
E-1 members. He or she must be able to use a
computer to receive articles and photographs, edit
text and compose the newsletter. The ability to
convert a WORD document to a PDF file is helpful
but not a must. Writing skills and a basic
understanding of spelling and grammar are desirable.

Maryland Welcome Committee Chair
Northern Virginia Welcome Committee Chair

The person who has this job is responsible for
contacting new NAME members in their area to make
them feel welcome. This contact might include
helping them to find a club or mini friend, arranging to
meet them at a show and introduce them to other
NAME members, or holding a special tea or other
event to which several new members are invited. He
or she should have e-mail and an outgoing
personality.

Many Mini Hands Make Light Work!

Miniature events such as State Days require the
efforts of many volunteers to be successful. There
are always opportunities for folks to help in a variety
of ways. One need not be on “The Committee” and
committed to attending regular meetings in order to
help. There is always a need for volunteers to
construct centerpieces, make tote bag favors or
donate a door prize or silent auction item. Those who
participate find that their enjoyment of the events is
enhanced by their participation!

Upcoming events that could use YOUR help:

Maryland Holiday Party December 2008
Contact: Helen Sparks at 410-876-8907 or
helens@carr.org

Virginia State Day 2009
Contact: Annette Hammond at
annetteh2007 @comcast.net

Maryland State Day April 2010
Contact: Romaine Eyler at 410-840-8538 or
romaineeyler@comcast.net

Would your club like to host its own event? Contact
Romaine Eyler or Helen Sparks for assistance.



Club Happenings

Inch by Inch we’re moving along...
Reported by Anita Myers

The Inch by Inch Miniature Club of Annapolis has
been devoting this year to the completion of a
playhouse/bunk bed in one-inch scale. Thanks to
Helen Sparks, our Regional Coordinator, and the
spirit of NAME and sharing, we became inspired
when we saw the little bunk bed/playhouse she had
completed at a regional workshop.

Last fall, we placed an order with Georgia Queen and
Jean Lierman, of GJ's (the famous Christmas tree
artists), to have the kits made. They arrived in
February, and we went right to work. Ten of our
members are doing this project, and while all are still
in stages of completion, here are a few photos...

Pat Johns’ clever version... “A Playhouse for a
Princess”

L’h.. -
The interior... a perfect hideout for a little girl!

Thank goodness for stashes! Anita Myers had a very
small scrap piece of wallpaper border she purchased
at Hechinger’s before they closed. She said that she
had been hoarding it for more than 5 years. When
she dug it out and pieced it, it fit the playhouse
perfectly... with very little left over! The only things
left to do are to attach the door and the window

flower boxes.

This rear scene is just too pretty to hide against a
dollhouse wall!



Club Happenings (continued)

Maryland Miniatures Unlimited
Cockeysville, Maryland

Reported by Sara Douglas

In March 2008, the club hosted a Girl Scout troop
from Shrewsbury, PA. They made a project from kits
supplied by Romaine Eyler and Helen Sparks which
were left over from Family Day at the Flag House
Museum in January 2008. The scouts, the leaders,
two parents and a brother of one the girls set to work
and created their own scenes. A club member
brought a bag of assorted seasonal trims and tiny
decorations which the scouts put into the gardens.
The theme was “My Little Backyard”. Everyone
completed the project and was pleased. Snacks
and drinks were provided by the club. We look
forward to having a class with this troop again.

The Directors of the Historical Society of Baltimore
County have invited the miniature clubs in the region
to have an exhibit at the Society headquarters in
October 2008. The Historical Board was amazed at
the number and variety of miniatures displayed in
2007. The exhibit was used as fund raiser for the
Society and all were pleased with the end result.
Members of several clubs came together to make it a
successful day.

June is the month for the club birthday party. Secret
Pal names are drawn in January and a nice gift is
presented at the party. Secret Pals are revealed at
the Christmas party. This year the club has been
invited to tour Nancy Johnston’s extensive collection
and have the party at her house. It is a wonderful
collection of creative miniatures and worth the drive
to Ellicott City to see it.

The club will not meet in July or August and will
start again in September. New members are
welcome. Contact Sara Douglas, president, at 410-
950-9026 or email: saradoug@verizon.net .




Club Happenings (continued)

Mini Views of Ocean View
Norfolk, Virginia

Reported by Rudy Stuteville

The new project for our club is a gypsy wagon. A
recent meeting featured the construction of the
wagon wheels, designed and taught by Diana Jones.
Stay tuned for more details about the club and the
project!

Gypsy Wagon in Progress

Club Members Construct Wagon Wheels:




Club Happenings (continued)

MEOW (Miniature Enthusiasts of Westminster)
Westminster, Maryland

Reported by Helen Sparks

Our members have been busy getting ready for the
Maryland State Day, but we did find time to finish our
attic projects and display some of them at the First
State Mini Club Show in Wilmington Delaware on
March 30. The project in %2” scale was designed and
taught by Donald Greenfield. Here are some photos
of the finished attics:

Christmas Attic by Mary Myers.

Attic by Helen Sparks

.......

Attic Retreat by Olivia Wall




Club Happenings (continued)

Mt. Vernon Miniatures Club, International
Alexandria, Virginia

Reported by Laurie Sisson

Our club got off to a good start this year by

attending Maryland State Day. While there we found
the Market Stall kits by Donald Greenfield and
decided to create our own German-style Christmas
Mart.

After assembling the kits we will make a few "make it
take its" in our club meetings and then plan to use
this theme to create Christmas exchange gifts to help
fill the stalls.

Our club created small bird baths for the State Day
tote bags and will be creating something to send to
National.

We will also be teaching a miniature class for children
at the Springfield Mall, Virginia. We will be helping to
promote miniatures as well as the Children's Museum
with this effort. Springfield Days will be held the
weekend of May 31 but our group will only be
teaching on Saturday from noon to six in a tent
located behind the Silver Diner.

Peninsula Heritage Miniature Society
Newport News, Virginia

Reported by Cindy Lucas

The Peninsula Heritage Miniature Society was
chartered in 1980 with approximately 30 members.
As it happens at times, miniature enthusiasts in the
community would run into each other at the local
hobby shop and discuss their trains, dollhouses and
share tips and knowledge. As the number of
miniature friends grew, the shop owners, Mabel Born
and her daughter, Ina Waples, decided to open the
shop for NAME meetings and the club was formed.
The shop was a special part of the community of
miniature enthusiasts, originally opened to honor the
husband of Mrs. Born. The shop became a true
family affair after Ina met her husband there who was
a train enthusiast. Meetings continued at the shop
until 1995 when the shop closed.

Over the years the club has completed many
projects, one of which was a replica of the Moore
House, which was the site of the signing of the

surrender documents for the Revolutionary War. The
Moore House was completed for the Yorktown
bicentennial celebration. The building resided at the
Victory Center in Yorktown and then at the Yorktown
Information Center. The Moore House is currently
undergoing repairs and hopes to be on display again
soon.

Currently the Peninsula Heritage Miniature Club
meets the third Thursday of each month through out
the year. Club members enjoy working on projects
and sharing miniature knowledge. The club is
currently open to new members. Any
correspondence can be sent to Peninsula Heritage
Miniature Society, in care of Ina Waples, 521 Latham
Drive, Newport News, VA 23601

Virginia Miniature Enthusiasts
Richmond, Virginia

Reported by Cindy Lucas

The Virginia Miniature Enthusiasts Club was
organized on September 17, 1972 with twelve
members. It was the 17th club to be officially
recognized by the National Association of Miniature
Enthusiasts. Gladys Walker Davis founded the club
and Paula Watkins designed the logo for the club.

The club is located in NAME Region E1 and meets in
Richmond, although it draws members from as far
away as Northern Virginia and North Carolina. The
club meets every first Sunday from September
through June. The club enjoys making projects and
sharing miniature knowledge each month. A special
club gathering is held each winter during the holiday
season and for the last two years members have
enjoyed the hospitality of Betty Thompson.

For many years the club sponsored an annual “Back
to College” event, first at Randolph Macon College in
Ashland, Virginia and later at Sweetbriar College in
Lynchburg, Virginia. The “Back to College” events
were discontinued in 2000 and the club continues to
get requests to host the events again as they were
enjoyed by many.

Susan Sirkis is the current club President and Cindy
Lucas is the Vice-President. Any correspondence
can be sent to Virginia Miniature Enthusiasts, P. O.
Box 3094, Mechanicsville, VA 23116



Calendar of Events

July 24-27, 2008
Castles & Cottages
NAME National Convention in Nashua, NH
Registration opens February 1, 2008
See the January/February issue of the Miniature
Gazette for more details

September 7, 2008
Maryland Miniatures Festival
Days Hotel & Conference Center
Timonium, MD
Contact: Molly Cromwell 703-978-5353
mollycromwell.com

October 12, 2008
Silver Anniversary Tysons Corner Miniatures
Festival

Molly Cromwell invites us all to join her in celebrating
25 years of miniature show promotion. Saturday
night's celebration will be held at the home of Evelyn
Gilbert in Highland, MD. All participating dealers and
Preview attendees are invited to join us for supper
and to view Evelyn's collection. A bus will be
provided for transportation from the Holiday
Inn/Crowne Plaza to Evelyn's home. For more
information call 703-978-5353.

October 26, 2008
Frederick Dollhouse & Miniatures Show
Holiday Inn Holidome & Conference Center,
Frederick, MD
Preview 9:30-11 AM $10

General Admission 11 AM -4PM

Adults $6, Children under 12 $3
Contact: Barbara Morgan, 301-662-8025

Shops and Museums

A Little Something Special
#6 Rocky Ridge Collectables
14716 Pennsylvania Ave
Hagerstown, Maryland 21742
301-797-6171

Antique Toy Museum

222 Read Street

Baltimore, Maryland 21201
410-230-0580
http://www.antigtoymuseum.com/

Bells Exclusive

4 East Nine Mile Road
Highland Spring, Virginia
804-328-0121

DOLLectable Collectibles
216 North Market Street
Frederick, Maryland 21701
Email: dolls.@mail.com
www.dollectables.com

Gibby’s Gifts and Miniatures
241 East Green Street
Westminster, Maryland 21157
410-840-3408 / 888-716-7493

Forever Friends

2105 Bishops Castle Drive

Olney, Maryland 20832
301-774-3037
http://foreverfriendsminis.com/shop/

Happily Ever After

15A Catoctin Circle SE
Leesburg, Virginia 20175
703-777-7869

FAX: 703-777-1869
www.happily-ever-after.biz

Once Upon A Time
120 Church Street
Vienna, Virginia
703-255-3285
Www.uponatime.com

Studebaker Miniatures Studio
17411 Lakefield Road

Round Hill, Virginia. 20141
540-338-9760
studebakerstudio@comcast.net

Tiny Heirlooms
Online ordering only
www.tinyheirlooms.com

‘Tis the Season & Miniature Cottage
101 South Main Street

Bridgewater, Virginia 22812
540-828-1400 or 866-328-1225

Virtual Dollhouse the STORE

Online specializing in ¥2", %" and 1/144" scale
furnishings, accessories & building supplies.
Inch scale may be special ordered.
410-239-2377

www.virtualdollhouse.net

NAME Online Region

If you are a NAME member and have Internet access, you
can also be a member of the NAME Online Region. The
Online Region features a mailing list, forum, swaps, tips,
and Online Chats where you can ask questions about
miniatures or NAME. There are also special workshops
and project sharing. To join, go to:
http://www.miniatures.org/NAMEonlineRegion/join.html
For more info or questions, please contact Pat Frost,
Online Regional Coordinator, at frostpl@aol.com.




Advertising:
The newsletter will accept camera-ready ads under
the following rates:

1/8 page $5.00
1/4 page $7.50
1/2 page $15.00
3/4 page $22.50
Full page $45.00

An additional charge will be added for non-camera
ready ads.

Classified Ads :
$.25 per word (minimum of 10 words)

MAKE ALL CHECKS PAYABLE TO: E1
PROMOTION FUND.

Clarification of paid and unpaid advertising

Any function that is non-profit , such as a workshop,
Fun Day, State Day, museum event, miniature art
show, NAME club show, or display is included in the
Calendar of Events or listed under the appropriate
heading free of charge.

Vendor shows that offer tables for the use of the
NAME Regional Coordinator or State
Representatives are also listed in the Calendar of
Events free of charge. If more than a simple listing is
desired, advertising rates will apply.

Newsletter Submissions :

The Newsletter Editor welcomes articles containing
news about club activities, miniature events and
displays, etc. Calendar of Events listings are free of
charge to any non-profit organization or to any show
that offers a table for the use of the Regional
Coordinator or State Representatives.

You may email your submission or send a hard copy
to the Editor. Digital images in jpg, tif, or PDF format
are acceptable. Please send the text of the article in
Microsoft Word.

Submissions will be accepted according to the
following deadlines:

Fall Issue — October 1, 2007
(To be published October 8)
Winter Issue — January 10, 2008
(To be published January 18)
Spring Issue — April 1, 2008
(To be published April 8)
Summer Issue - July 1, 2008
(To be published July 8)

Disclaimer :

Information and opinions contained in the Tiny Tattler
do not necessarily reflect the views of the National
Association of Miniature Enthusiasts (NAME) or its
regions. The facts as presented in each article are
verified insofar as possible, but any opinions are
strictly those of the individual authors.



